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FIA Northern Region Highlights 
 
Data collected by FIA are used to determine how much forest exists on the landscape, 
where it exists, what kinds of trees are growing in the forest, who owns the forestland, 
how it is changing, how the trees and other forest vegetation are growing, and how much 
has died or been removed in recent years. This information can be used in a multitude of 
ways, by a broad spectrum of people to answer questions about wildlife habitat 
availability and condition, carbon accumulation, the health of the forest, availability of 
wood for human consumption, and to aid and support planning and decision-making 
activities undertaken by public and private enterprise. The FIA program combines this 
information with related data on insects, diseases, and other types of forest damages and 
stressors to assess the current health conditions and potential future risks to forests. 

FIA is organizationally located within the Research and Development Deputy Area of the 
Forest Service. FIA has three levels of internal management: an executive level involving 
senior executives from the Forest Service and State Forestry Agencies, who provide broad 
policy guidance; a management level consisting of field program managers from the 
Forest Service and States responsible for implementing the program on a day-to-day 
basis; and a technical level consisting of groups of technical specialists drawn from the 
Forest Service and States, who develop, document, and review program procedures. 

Across the country, program work is coordinated out of four regional units. Each region 
maintains their own internal set of regional customers and partners who collaborate in 
program implementation. 

Northern Region States 
The Northern FIA (NRS-FIA) program, headquartered in St. Paul Minnesota, includes 24 
states: Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, West 
Virginia, Vermont, and Wisconsin. The Northern Region encompasses over 175 million 
acres of forestland in the most heavily forested and populated region of the country. 

 
Map 1: States for which NRS-FIA is responsible. The NRS-FIA Headquarters in St. Paul, 
Minnesota is indicated with a star. 

  

 

FIA is … 
The Forest Inventory and 
Analysis (FIA) program of the 
Forest Service, an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
collects, processes, analyzes, and 
reports on data necessary for 
assessing the extent and 
condition of forests in the United 
States.  

Mission 
The FIA program has been in 
operation since 1930, and is 
tasked with an official mission to: 

“make and keep current a 
comprehensive inventory and 
analysis of the present and 
prospective conditions of and 
requirements for the renewable 
resources of the forest and 
rangelands of the U.S.” 

More Information 
For more information on the FIA 
program and its components, 
visit the national FIA website at: 

https://www.fia.fs.usda.gov/ 

For more information on the 
Northern Research Station: 

https://www.nrs.fs.usda.gov/ 

For more information on          
NRS-FIA: 
https://www.nrs.fs.usda.gov/fia 
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History 
In the past, permanent plots were established by the North Central and Northeastern FIA 
units in each state and then revisited on roughly a 12-year schedule so that each area 
could be assessed for current status as well as changes in forest area, growth, removals, 
and mortality. 
The National FIA Program added Timber Products Output studies of primary wood 
producing mills to its data collection efforts in 1948. The first survey of what is now 
called the National Woodland Owner Survey began in 1953 in what is now Northern FIA 
focusing on the number of owners and the size of holdings in New England and the Lake 
States.   
In 1994, the Forest Health Monitoring Program was implemented in all of Northern 
Region but the four Great Plains States of Kansas, Nebraska, and North and South Dakota 
to monitor annual and long-term changes in forest health. The Forest Health Monitoring 
Program was added to those Great Plains States in 2002 In 1998, the Farm Bill required 
FIA to institute dramatic changes to the national inventory program. It mandated an 
annual inventory in every state every year, nationally consistent data collection, and 
summarization across all land ownerships including National Forest System lands. In 
collaboration with its state partners, NRS-FIA was able to transition to annual inventories 
for all 24 states by 2004. At least one inventory cycle was completed in all states by 2008 
even as North Central and Northeastern FIA regions merged to form Northern FIA in 
2006. Currently, NRS-FIA remeasures 20% of the plots each year in each state, providing 
an on-going rotating inventory, and 100% remeasured inventory every 5 years. 
 
The 2014 iteration of the Farm Bill expanded the FIA inventory grid to urban areas. 
States and cities across the country and island territories have participated in this 
expanded forest inventory. Baltimore, Maryland was the first city within NRS-FIA to 
participate. Since 2014, all Census defined urban areas and cities within Northern Region 
FIA have fully operational urban inventories. The Urban National Landowner Survey 
(UNLS) was developed to complement the information and knowledge gained from the 
urban forest inventory. As of 2022, urban areas of Wisconsin have participated in UNLS.    

Partners and Clients 
NRS-FIA partners and clients include other Forest Service research programs; state 
forestry agencies National Forest System and Forest Health Protection programs in the 
Northeastern Area State & Private Forestry; other federal agencies such as National Parks 
Service, and Natural Resources Conservation Service; Tribal communities; universities; 
environmental organizations; forest industry companies; and private landowners. The 
needs of these groups help determine the additional data collected, the research and 
analyses performed, and the kind of report or output produced. Input and collaboration 
from partners and clients are obtained in a variety of ways including annual client 
meetings, data requests, special working sessions, and cooperative agreements. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo 1: Portable Data Recorder used to 
record field data measurements (USDA Forest 
Service photo by Sjana Schanning). 

 

 

 
Photo 2: Field crew measuring diameter at 
breast height (DBH) (USDA Forest Service 
photo by Ben Nurre). 
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